Hold onto your wallet!
In recent months, production companies have begun claiming the remunerations that Kopiosto distributes to authors for themselves. Some production companies have started adding clauses to their contracts that expand the list of rights ceded to the production company to include online recording services for television programmes and the retransmission of television programmes. In addition to this, some production companies have claimed that they need the author to grant them the right to use their works in online recording services and for retransmission. This is not true.*
The only thing that these contract clauses have an effect on is who receives the remunerations meant for you as an author: you or the production company. Production companies receive their own producer remunerations through Tuotos ry, while authors have the right to receive their remunerations through Kopiosto. When the question of online recording services and retransmission comes up: Hold onto your wallet – do not cede your rights to the producer! 
In order to claim the remunerations meant for you, follow these steps:
1) Prepare a copyright agreement at www.tekijanoikeussopimus.fi (in Finnish)   
(if you have not done so already)
2) Demand that the production company add the following clause to their contract with you: "This contract does not apply to rights that the author has ceded to an audiovisual author organisation/Kopiosto with a copyright agreement or letter of attorney."
3) Alternatively, ask the producer to remove the clauses in their contract that have to do with ceding rights to online recording services and retransmission.
4) In case of problems, please contact your union.
Hold onto your wallet – do not cede your rights! is a shared operating directive and comment prepared by the organisations listed below for the purpose of improving the position of authors of audiovisual works.
Animation Clinic – Finnish Animation Association
Society of Swedish Authors in Finland
Association of Swedish speaking Actors in Finland
Finnfoto, The Central Association of Finnish Photographic Organizations        
Freelance Media Workers' Association 
Grafia, Association of Visual Communication Designers in Finland
Kopiosto
The Finnish Association of Illustrators
Union of Finnish Scenographers and Costume Designers
Union of Finnish Radio and TV Journalists
Union of Film and Media Employees Finland
Finnish Society of Cinematographers
The Association of Finnish Film Directors
The Union of Journalists in Finland 
The Union of Finnish Writers
Finnish Association of Translators and Interpreters 
The Finnish Union of Authors writing for children and youth
Finnish Playwrights and Screenwriters Guild 
Union of Finnish Actors 
The Association of Finnish Radio and TV Commentators
Union of Dance and Circus Artists Finland
Union of Theatre Directors and Dramaturgs Finland
Trade Union for Theatre and Media Finland 
Finnish Association of Directors of Photography in Television 
Visual Artists’ Copyright Society Kuvasto

 (
* Production companies do not need these rights, as they do not grant licences for these types of use. 
Online recording services (such as Elisa Viihde): ISPs already have extensive licences granted by Kopiosto and other copyright organisations. 
Retransmission: Licences covering authors of audiovisual works are granted by Kopiosto.
)

